
Title                   Page 

Welcome to WEC………….….…..…1 

Achievements………………..…...….6 

Jennings Scholarship….…...…....10 

Moving on……………………….…….12 

About this Issue……………………..13 

 

About Our Cover Photo:  

UF WEC professor and FMNP  

program leader, Dr. Martin Main, 

bringing students from his  

Florida Environments course (WIS 

4934/6934) on a field trip led by 

FMNP Volusia county instructor, 

Chad Truxall, touring some of  

Florida's coastal and estuarine  

systems. Students were able to 

learn about fish, plants, and  

wildlife in these ecosystems 

through up-close observations and 

hands-on demonstrations. Our 

cover photo was provided by  

Caitlin Robison.  

In this Issue Welcome to WEC... 

PhD students…  
Darcy Doran-Myers joins the WEC doctoral program under 
the advisement of Dr. Conor McGowan. Darcy earned her 
bachelor’s degree in Evolution & Ecology from The Ohio State 
University, where she completed an undergraduate honors 
thesis on bobcat distribution in Ohio. She earned her master’s 
degree in ecology from the University of Alberta, where she 
researched lynx density and density estimation methods in 
the Yukon. Additionally, Darcy worked for Panthera, the  
Nature Conservancy, and the Yukon Government. Since 2018, 
Darcy researched black bears for the Florida Fish & Wildlife 
Conservation Commission at the Research Institute in  
Gainesville. Her PhD research will focus on developing meth-
ods to improve endangered species listing decisions that rely 
on expert elicitation data. Darcy enjoys walks with her cat, 
camping, paddleboarding, traveling, and generally trying new 
things.  

Photo courtesy of 

Darcy Doran-Myers. 
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 Welcome to WEC! 

Jaiere Harlow joins the SNRE/IE doctoral program under the ad-
visement of Dr. Raymond Carthy. Jaiere received her Bachelor’s 
degree in Animal Science (May 2020) and her Master’s degree in 
Environmental Science (May 2022) from Tuskegee University.  
Jaiere initially attended Tuskegee University because of her  
interest in veterinary medicine and desire to become a part of 
their well-known veterinary program. The unique programs and 
educational opportunities about animal behavior and wildlife 
offered at Tuskegee unveiled her passion for wildlife conserva-
tion and marine animal behavior. Her master’s program research 
focused on analyzing the effects of protected and commercial 
areas on the movement patterns and population size of bottle-
nose dolphins residing in Perdido Bay, Alabama. For her doctoral 
research, she plans to investigate and analyze the effects of   
human activity on post-stranding movement, feeding and 

behavioral patterns of Florida manatees released on-site and from rehabilitation in Central Florida. 
Outside of research, Jaiere enjoys trying new restaurants, listening to music, and spending time with 
friends and family.  

Photo courtesy of Jaiere Harlow. 

Annesha Lahiri joins WEC’s doctoral program under the 
advisement of Dr. Marcus Lashley. Annesha completed 
her bachelor's and master’s degrees in Zoology at the 
University of Calcutta. She worked at World Wide Fund 
for Nature India (West Bengal State Office) since July 2018 
as a Program Officer-Environment Education and, in 2021, 
was promoted to Senior Education Officer. Annesha led 
multiple citizen science programs on migratory birds, 
dragonflies, and butterflies. Her work included educating 
and increasing awareness about the environment and 
helping citizens utilize conservation techniques. Annesha 
was a part of a project involving the mitigation of the  
Human-Elephant conflict in North Bengal.  

Photo courtesy of Annesha Lahiri. 
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 Welcome to WEC! 

From 2019-2020, Annesha led a WWF-India project in Sundarban and Gangasagar that emphasized 
"Building conservation leadership through education" by engaging schools in environmental conser-
vation through a guided journey and ensuring that learning and actions go hand-in-hand. Robust 
monitoring and evaluation were done with baseline and end-line surveys. A report was also pub-
lished by WWF-India on a baseline survey with the help of Jamie Johnston, a postdoctoral fellow at 
Stanford University. Annesha coordinated a podcast series named Panda Speaks Part-1 for WWF-
India and was a part of several other outreach programs, including community radio programs. 
Annesha is looking forward to conducting research in WEC, is excited to learn about science commu-
nication, and is hoping to create a greater impact on outreach. She also looks forward to making 
new friends and broadening her knowledge. In her free time, Annesha enjoys reading, trying differ-
ent cuisines, dancing to Bollywood beats, traveling, and bird watching.  

MS students…  

Kyra English joins the WEC master’s program under 
the advisement of Dr. James Austin. Kyra earned 
her bachelor’s degree in WEC at UF in May 2022. 
During her undergraduate career, she worked at 
the USDA APHIS FL Field Station where she provid-
ed animal care and assisted in various research 
projects involving invasive species. Additionally,  
Kyra studied the parentage and mating system of 
Florida bonneted bats and conducted an independ-
ent research project on the genome-wide SNP  
population genetics of the Perdido Key Beach 
Mouse through UF’s University Scholars Program. 
Kyra’s master’s research will focus on DNA 
metabarcoding for assessment of diet and gut  
microbiome diversity of Florida panthers. It will  
also potentially examine the diet of invasive  
Burmese pythons to determine the impact upon 
shifting panther diets. In her free time,  
Kyra likes to go to the gym, garden, play beach vol-
leyball, and cook or bake.  Photo courtesy of Kyra English. 
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 Welcome to WEC! 

Gordy Goldhaber joins the WEC Master’s Program under the 
advisement of Dr. Katie Sieving. Gordy earned his bachelor’s de-
gree in Anthropology at Florida Atlantic University with a focus 
on Primatology. Previously, Gordy worked in public education at 
Sandoway Discovery Center in Delray Beach, Florida.  
Additionally, Gordy participated in the ChimpanZoo volunteer 
program, associated with the Jane Goodall Institute, which ob-
serves the behavioral patterns of zoo chimpanzees in hopes of 
improving captive conditions. Ornithology is also a passion of 
Gordy’s, along with birding and photography. 

Photo courtesy of Gordy Goldhaber. 

Bozhou Jiang joins the WEC master’s program as a  
non-thesis student under the advisement of Dr. Katie 
Sieving. Bozhou is originally from Beijing, China and 
completed his Bachelor’s degree in Animal Ecology at 
Iowa State University. After graduation, Bozhou  
returned to China and interned at the Mangrove  
Conservation Foundation, which focuses on the  
conservation of coastal wetlands and migratory birds, 
especially shorebirds. The experience in MCF inspired 
Bozhou to pursue a career related to shorebird  
conservation and public education. Bozhou is an avid 
traveler, visiting over 30 states in the US, is an ex part-
time model, and enjoys taking pictures.  

 

Photo courtesy of Bozhou Jiang. 
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 Welcome to WEC! 

Deanna Riente joins the WEC master’s program under the ad-
visement of Dr. Marcus Lashley. Deanna is originally from 
Charlotte, North Carolina. She graduated from Appalachian 
State University with a bachelor’s degree in Biology and a  
concentration in Ecology, Evolution and Environmental  
Science. Since graduation, she worked in multiple technician 
positions at Tall Timbers Research Station focused on quantify-
ing feral swine damage, gopher tortoise trapping and survey-
ing, along with striped newt sampling. Additionally, Deanna 
worked as a biologist with the Florida Fish and Wildlife Con-
servation Commission on the Frosted Flatwood salamander 
head starting project. Deanna’s masters research will focus on  
gopher tortoise health and conservation in the Red Hills  
region of Florida and Georgia. In her free time, Deanna enjoys 
making art, kayaking, camping, and cooking. Photo courtesy of Deanna Riente. 

Shelby Shiver joins the WEC master’s program under the 
advisement of Dr. Vanessa Hull. She is from Crawford-
ville, Florida and spent most of her life in Florida. Shelby 
earned her bachelor’s degree from the University of 
Florida in 2017. Since graduation, Shelby worked on a 
variety of projects across the country focusing on  
numerous mammalian species including fox squirrels, 
river otters, black bears, bobcats, and coyotes. She is 
currently a Bear Research Biologist for the Florida Fish 
and Wildlife Conservation Commission. Her current work 
is focused on studying the demographics of the Big Cy-
press bear subpopulation in South Florida. Shelby will 
continue to work full-time for the FWC while pursuing 
her degree at UF. Her research will focus on the spatial 
ecology of black bears. She enjoys hiking, birdwatching, 
and spending time with her dogs.  
 

Photo courtesy of Shelby Shiver. 
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 Achievements... 

WEC alum, Alejandro Pietrek (MS ‘09) and his team at the 
University of Salta in northwestern Argentina have located 
two populations of the short-tailed chinchilla in the High An-
des of Argentina. This globally endangered species was once 
thought extinct. They occur at a few sites in Chile, were redis-
covered at one site in Bolivia in 2018, and are now confirmed 
in Argentina. Large-scale mining is the greatest threat for 
chinchillas, and Alejandro and his team are working towards 
the protection of the Argentinean populations. Alejandro 
currently is a research scientist with the Institute of Bio and 
Geosciences of the National Science Council of Argentina 
(CONICET), Salta, Argentina.   

Photo courtesy of Alejandro Pietrek. 

Congratulations to Dr. Emilio M. Bruna on being selected as a 2022 AAAS Fellow.  The American 
Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS) is the world’s largest general scientific society 
and publisher of the Science Family of Journals. The honor, which includes alumni such as Thomas 
Edison and W.E.B. DuBois, is among the most distinctive in academia and recognizes extraordinary 
impact and achievement across disciplines, from research, teaching, and technology, to admin-
istration in academia, industry and government, to excellence in communicating and interpreting 
science to the public.  

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fibigeo.conicet.gov.ar%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cmmagrino%40ufl.edu%7C66e854ba0b754da3507608daf03223e8%7C0d4da0f84a314d76ace60a62331e1b84%7C0%7C0%7C638086395379966955%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fibigeo.conicet.gov.ar%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cmmagrino%40ufl.edu%7C66e854ba0b754da3507608daf03223e8%7C0d4da0f84a314d76ace60a62331e1b84%7C0%7C0%7C638086395379966955%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fibigeo.conicet.gov.ar%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cmmagrino%40ufl.edu%7C66e854ba0b754da3507608daf03223e8%7C0d4da0f84a314d76ace60a62331e1b84%7C0%7C0%7C638086395379966955%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4
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 Achievements... 

Dr. Christian Rivera (WEC PhD ‘22) is a co-author with Dr. Jessica Kahler (lead author - UF assistant 
professor in the Department of Sociology and Criminology & Law) and Dr. Meredith Gore on a new 
paper published in Frontier in Conservation Science. Their paper is entitled “Introducing IPOACHED: 
A conservation criminology-based framework to understand wildlife species targeted by poachers in 
protected areas.” The open-access article can be found here. 

Felipe Hernández (WEC-SNRE PhD Alum) works as 
an assistant professor at the Institute of Veterinary 
Preventative Medicine on the faculty of Veterinary 
Sciences at Southern University of Chile since  
September 2022. 

Photo courtesy of Filipe Hernández. 

Sean Mcknight won the best student 
presentation at the annual meeting of 
the Gopher Tortoise Council. There 
were seven students in the competition 
and this was Sean’s first formal scientific 
presentation. Sean is advised by Dr.  
Steve Johnson.  

 

Photo courtesy of Steve Johnson. 

https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fcosc.2022.992621/full
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 Achievements... 

Dr. Marcela Márquez García (SNRE PhD ’17) was awarded the Outstanding Young Alumni Award 
from the Center for Latin American Studies at the University of Florida, in recognition of her  
significant contributions to the field of human dimensions of wildlife conservation in Chile and Latin 
America. Additionally, in December 2022, she received the L’Oréal-UNESCO for Women in Science 
Award for Chile, one of only two women in the country to receive the honor. She received the 
award under the post doctorate category. Dr. Márquez García stated she is “incredibly grateful for 
the mentorship [she] received at WEC, especially from Dr. Susan Jacobson (her PhD advisor) and Dr. 
Lyn Brach, who tirelessly has empowered students from the Southern Cone of South America.“ 

Photos courtesy of Marcela Márquez García. 

https://www.latam.ufl.edu/blog/2022/announcing-the-2022-alumni-award-winners.html
https://www.forwomeninscience.com/
https://www.forwomeninscience.com/
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 Achievements... 

Carson Torhorst’s master’s thesis was named the best MS Thesis in WEC for 2022. The title of  
Carson’s thesis is: "A Hierarchal Analysis of Trypanosoma cruzi in the Native Mammals of Florida.” 

Photos courtesy of Carson Torhorst. 

Tyler Coleman successfully passed his qualifying exam and was admitted to candidacy on 
12/12/2022. Tyler’s dissertation title is “Long-term assessment of Florida fisheries amid changing 
climatic and environmental conditions.” Tyler is advised by Dr. Andrew K. Carlson. 

Pat Dumandan passed her qualifying exam on 12/9/2022. Pat’s dissertation title is “Evaluating the 
Effects of Species’ Interactions on Phenology Across Scales and Systems.” Pat is advised by Dr. Mor-
gan Ernest. 

Diego Juárez-Sánchez passed his qualifying exam and was admitted to candidacy on 1/14/2022.  
Diego’s dissertation title is “A Non-native Consumer and its Interactions with Native Predators: The 
South American Armored Catfish (Pterygoplichthys sp.) in Northern Guatemala.” Diego is advised by 
Dr. Christina Romagosa. 
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 Jennings Scholarship... 

The Jennings Scholarship fund was established in March 1991 by the estate of 
Dr. Florence Jennings in memory of her parents, William and Else. The WEC 
Jennings Scholarship Fund provides financial awards to new undergraduate 
and graduate students in the Department of Wildlife Ecology and Conserva-
tion. The 2022-2023 Jennings Scholarship recipients are listed below.  

Graduate Students 

Lara Elmquist  

Zachery Holmes 

Alan Ivory 

Saneer Lamichhane  Bri Ryver  

Monica Lasky  

Juan Restrepo Cardona  
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 Jennings Scholarship... 

Undergraduate Students 

Pedro Araya (not pictured) 
Olivia Wulfekuhl 

Megan Quinn 

Valentina Oller 

Travis LaRaia 
Aurora Jones Ethan Hancock 

Delana Gonzales  Marin Chester Alexandra Adamo 
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Moving on... 

BS graduates…  

Amanda Bishop 

Sara Dill 

Christy Groves 

Hannah Henry 

Jennifer Kregeloh 

Andrew Mercadante 

Amanda O’Brien 

Sebastian Summo 

Chloe Spengler 

Kerstin Webber 

Eric Whiteside 

Zoey Zacharias 

WEC minor... 

Anya Hames 

Lillian Lawson 

Armani Nguyen 

Mary Stager 

Maxwell Wilfond 

Congratulations to the UF graduating class of Fall 2022! 
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About this issue... 

This issue of the WEC Spotlight was edited and produced by Maddie Magrino, Annesha  
Lahiri, and Kelley Graff. 

The next issue will be produced and released in May. Please send entries by April 15th to 
kelleygraff@ufl.edu 

Want to promote your new research, field work, internship, or alumni news on WEC’s so-
cial media platforms? Please send submissions to mmagrino@ufl.edu  

Follow us on Facebook at @UFIFASWILDLIFE, on Twitter at @UFWildlife, and on Instagram 
at @UFWildlifeOfficial.  


