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About Our Cover Photos:  

Our amphibian themed cover pho-

tos feature a green tree frog (Hyla 

cinerea) spotted at Sweetwater 

Wetlands Park (left), and a poison 

frog (Andinobates fulguritus) found 

and photographed in Panama 

(right). The poison frog photo is 

courtesy of SNRE PhD candidate 

Edmund Basham, who studied this 

species for three years in Panama. 

Along with Edmund (lead author), 

SNRE’s Dr. Brett Scheffers and  Alex 

Baecher were co-authors on their 

paper published in the journal 

Oecologia. Read more on page 16! 

New PhD Students... 

 8 students joined the WEC graduate studies 
program this Spring. 

Laura Franklin joins the WEC doctoral program under the ad-
visement of Dr. Marcus Lashley. She received her bachelor’s de-
gree in Biology from Wake Forest University in 2009 and her 
master’s degree in Environmental Science from California State 
University Monterey Bay in 2021. Originally from Virginia, she 
has lived in seven states and the Bahamas since graduating 
from high school (Monterey, California and Denver, Colorado 
being her favorites so far). After graduating college, she spent 
several years as an Outward Bound instructor, where she devel-
oped a passion for the Florida backcountry.  

Photo courtesy of Laura Franklin. 
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 Welcome to WEC, continued... 

After Laura’s “retirement” from Outward Bound, she began teaching middle and high school science 
in Washington, DC. After teaching a seminar on human/wildlife conflict using the Yellowstone Na-
tional Park Wolf Reintroduction Program as a case study, she decided it was finally time to go back 
to school. For her master’s research, she was hired by California State Parks to track predator activi-
ty in Point Lobos State Natural Reserve and the surrounding Big Sur region. This is where developed 
a passion for remote wildlife camera work and population and occupancy modeling. Laura will be 
contributing to Dr. Lashley’s D.E.E.R. Lab by studying factors that influence deer population dynam-
ics and behavior in Osceola Wildlife Management Area, a project in partnership with FWC. Outside 
of her research, Laura enjoys listening to bluegrass and folk music, playing with her pet rats (Rosie, 
Petunia, Lily, and Daisy), managing her wild and loveable dog, Zona, hiking, and eating pizza. She as-
pires to one day seamlessly rap all of Lafayette’s parts in the musical Hamilton. 

Yadav Ghimirey joins the WEC doctoral program under the advisement of Dr. Madan Oli. Yadav was 
born in a remote village north east of Nepal’s capital Kathmandu, but grew up in Sikkim, a north-
eastern Indian state. Yadav earned a bachelor’s degree  in Physics from North Bengal University, but 
realized quickly that physics is not where his passions lied. Thus, for his master’s degree, he chose 
to study Environmental Management.  

Photo courtesy of Yadav Ghimirey. 
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 Welcome to WEC, continued... 

Yadav joined Bird Conservation Nepal after 
completing his master’s degree and was 
involved as a field biologist in the Vulture 
Conservation Program of the Indian sub-
continent. After gaining some experience, 
he began developing his own research 
project and joined Friends of Nature as a 
volunteer research associate. Yadav began 
working on clouded leopard and other car-
nivores in the mountains of Nepal looking 
at their spatial distribution and conserva-
tion status.  

Currently, Yadav directs the Wildlife 
Research and Conservation wing at 
Friends of Nature where his research 
focuses on the clouded leopard, com-
mon leopard, and Asiatic wild dogs in 
north-central Nepal. He also initiated 
conservation programs for clouded 
leopards and dholes in his study area. 
This includes working with students, 
herders, local policymakers, and other 
stakeholders for conservation of  these 

top carnivores. His graduate research focuses on the ecological interactions among sympatric 
carnivores in the Nepal Himalayas. When he is not in the field, Yadav enjoys spending time 
with his  family, playing soccer, and listening to music.  

Photo courtesy of Yadav Ghimirey. 

Photo courtesy of Yadav Ghimirey. 
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 Welcome to WEC, continued... 

Shea Husband joins the WEC master’s program under 
the advisement of Dr. Steve Johnson. Shea received his 
bachelor’s degree from the University of Florida in 
2020. Shea worked in various labs at UF during his un-
dergraduate career. These labs include the Florida Mu-
seum of Natural History’s Ichthyology collections and 
the Benthic and Estuarine Ecology Research lab under 
Dr. Charlie Martin in Cedar Key at the UF/IFAS Nature 
Coast Biological Station. After graduation Shea worked 
for Florida Fish and Wildlife Research Institute’s Fisher-
ies Independent Monitoring Program. Shea’s master’s 
research will focus on Diamondback Terrapins 
(Malaclemys terrapin), and investigate interactions be-
tween terrapins and the blue crab fishery in the Gulf of 
Mexico. In his free-time Shea likes to spend time diving 
in North Florida’s cave systems or fishing.  

New MS Students... 

Photo courtesy of Shea Husband. 

Zachery Holmes joins the WEC 
master’s program under the ad-
visement of Dr. Hance Ellington. 
Zachary received his bachelor’s 
degree from UF in 2018 where he 
studied Wildlife Ecology and Con-
servation with a minor in Environ-
mental Horticulture. During the 
past three years, Zachary gained 
experience in a variety of positions 
from private consultant groups, 
universities, research stations, and 
government agencies.  Photo courtesy of Zachery Holmes.  
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 Welcome to WEC, continued... 

Zachary has primarily worked with listed avian species, such as the Florida scrub-jay and Flor-
ida burrowing owl. Zachary also spends much of his free time volunteering for a few non-
profit conservation groups throughout Florida that promote and educate avian conservation. 
For his master’s research, Zachary is studying how avian biodiversity is affected by varying 
pasture management regimes and stocking densities in south-central Florida. In his free-
time, Zachary can be found volunteering, birding, hiking, or hanging out with his friends, 
family and puppies. 

Breanne Ward joins the WEC masters 
program under the advisement of Dr. 
Marcus Lashley. Breanne received her 
bachelor’s degree in Environmental Stud-
ies from Florida State University. Her 
field experience during that time consist-
ed of work with the red-cockaded wood-
pecker, gopher tortoise, frosted elfin, 
and more. Her master’s program re-
search focuses on the drivers affecting 
the acorn caching behaviors of fox squir-
rels, and subsequent effects on the ger-
mination of the cached acorn as related 
to fire regimes. In her free-time, Breanne 
enjoys antique collecting, embroidery, 
and gaming.   

Photo courtesy of Breanne Ward. 
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 Welcome to WEC, continued... 

Sylvia Van Boskirk joins the WEC master’s 
program under the advisement of Dr. Katie 
Sieving. She graduated with her bachelor’s 
degree from UF this past December, with an 
emphasis in ecology. During Sylvia’s under-
graduate career, she participated in both field 
and teaching opportunities, as well as main-
taining an internship at the St. Augustine Alli-
gator Farm. For her master’s research, Sylvia 
is studying the heterospecific audience im-
pact on the vocal mobbing behaviors of Tuft-
ed Titmice. During her free-time, Sylvia loves 
adventuring outdoors through hiking and 
camping, and is an avid birdwatcher.  

Photo courtesy of Sylvia Van Boskirk. 

Brianna Ryver joins the WEC master’s program 
under the advisement of Dr. Hance Ellington. 
Brianna earned her bachelor’s degree in wild-
life at Purdue University after attending two 
other universities during her undergraduate ca-
reer. Some of Brianna’s work highlights include 
two years in an underground rodent lab, work-
ing with Dr. Rod Williams and his hellbenders, 
and traveling around Indiana to camp and col-
lect data on eastern hemlock. For her master’s 
research, Brianna will be working on the hu-
man dimensions of wild pig management along 
the public-private land interface. The bulk of 
her research will use a survey to better under-
stand the impact of wild pigs and potential bar-
riers to their management.  

Photo courtesy of Brianna Ryver. 
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Jennings Scholarship recipients... 

 Welcome to WEC, continued... 

Shayla Reighter joins the WEC non-thesis master’s 
program under the advisement of Dr. Katie Sieving. 
Shayla received her bachelor’s degree from Florida 
Gulf Coast University, where she researched conser-
vation focused interpretation of invasive species in 
Southwest Florida. Shayla is currently a Florida 4-H 
Youth Development Agent for UF/IFAS Extension. 
One of her primary program areas in this position is 
youth development through STEM education with a 
focus on environmental sciences. Shayla enjoys 
teaching and learning about program areas including 
wildlife ecology, forest ecology, conservation and 
marine sciences. In her free time, Shayla enjoys out-
door activities, traveling, theme parks and reading. 
Shayla also enjoys volunteering with a wildlife sanc-
tuary taking care of the resident animals and edu-
cating the public about exotic species.  Photo courtesy of Shayla Reighter. 

The Jennings Scholarship fund was established in March 1991 by the estate of Dr. Florence Jennings 
in memory of her parents, William and Else. The WEC Jennings Scholarship Fund provides financial 
awards to new undergraduate and graduate students in the Department of Wildlife Ecology and 
Conservation. Here are the 2021-2022 Jennings Scholarship recipients! Congratulations! 



 8 

 

Graduate student award winners:  

Savannah Grace: MS student Kaili Gregory: MS student 

Anna Harding: MS student Costanza Manes: MS student 

Jennings Scholarship recipients... 



 9 

 Jennings Scholarship recipients... 

Fátima Ramis: PhD student Jaren Serano: MS student 

Emma Zeitler: MS student 

Marlyn Zuluga: PhD student 
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 Jennings Scholarship recipients... 

Undergraduate student award winners:  

Debriana Love 

Lillian Maxwell 

Sarah Dill 

Nicholas Canino—No 

photograph available 
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 Jennings Scholarship recipients... 

Charisse Sproha 

Anna Vasana 

MacKenzie Wirick 
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 Student Spotlight... 

Photo courtesy of Manuel Morales. 

Manuel Morales joined the WEC department in 2020, under the advisement of Dr. Nia Morales. 
He holds a bachelor's degree in Biology from Universidad del Azuay in his home country, Ecuador, 
and a master's degree in Sustainable Development Management (MDP) from the University of 
Florida. His current research interests include human dimensions of wildlife conservation and the 
human and natural systems interface. His dissertation research aims to update the current infor-
mation about the Sailfin grouper (Mycteroperca olfax) fishery in the Galapagos Islands and seek 
innovative income sources for the small local fishers. These economic alternatives will promote 
men's and women's participation in the local market as key actors of the Galapagos conservation 
under a participatory, ecosystem-based fisheries management scheme. 

During his master's research, Manuel 
studied human-wildlife interactions in a 
key connectivity corridor in southern Ec-
uador's Andes and lowland Amazonian 
forests. This study linked the manage-
ment and conservation of large, charis-
matic, and endangered carnivores, like 
the jaguar and the spectacled bear, with 
sustainable development and community 
management of the co-existence and 
conflict with native wild animals. Manuel 
has had 20 years of working experience 
with conservation issues in Ecuador 

before joining UF in 2018 to pursue graduate studies. His research focused on amphibians and 
reptiles systematics, ecology, captive breed, diversity, and conservation. Additionally, he worked 
in wildlife ethnoecology and management in Yasuní National Park in the Amazon basin, jointly 
with the local hunters and anglers. His more recent appointments include being the Life Bank 
Manager for a country-wide amphibian conservation project in Ecuador and leading the Envi-
ronmental Department at the Cuenca Municipality Regional Utilities Enterprise (ETAPA). Manuel 
lives in Gainesville with his wife, Sylvia, and kids: José Antonio (11) and Victoria (7), who are en-
joying the experience. Manuel loves animals, particularly herps, carnivores, cetaceans, and 
dogs; he has three dogs of his own. Manuel likes the outdoors and hiking, trekking, camping, 
and swimming. He loves salsa and tropical music in general; he is also a big Star Wars fan and 
prefers to avoid crowded places (even before the pandemic). 
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Moving on... 

Dr. Carrie De Jesus (WEC) successfully completed her PhD in December, 2021. Dr. De Jesus studied 
the spatial ecology of ticks in the South Eastern US and was advised by Dr. Samantha Wisely. Dr. De 
Jesus’ current position is a postdoctoral ORISE Fellow in Medical Entomology at the United States 
Air Force School of Aerospace Medicine (USAFSAM), where she is conducting tick surveillance on 
wildlife at various US Air Force bases. This is a one-year postdoctoral position with the Air Force, 
afterwards, Dr. De Jesus hopes to pursue a career of medical and veterinary entomology at a state 
or federal agency.  

Dr. De Jesus giving a lecture on ticks 

and tick-borne diseases for a Global 

Medicine course held at USAF-

SAM. Photo courtesy of Dr. De Jesus.  
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Marina McCampbell (WEC) successfully completed her master’s degree in December, 2021. Mari-
na’s research involved mammal-python interactions in Florida's Greater Everglades Ecosystem. 
Mariana was advised by Dr. Robert McCleery. Marina is currently job hunting while working on 
publishing her thesis chapters.  

John Michael Toohey (WEC) successfully completed his master’s degree in December, 2021. John’s 
research focused on the spatial ecology of malaria parasites infecting Caribbean Anolis lizards. John 
was advised by Dr. Miguel Acevedo. 

Moving on continued... 

Marina in the field holding one of her 

study species, the cotton rat. Photo cour-

tesy of Marina McCampbell. 

Cotton rat photographed by Marina. Photo 

courtesy of Marina McCampbell. 
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 Milestones and Awards...  

Dr. Emilio Bruna, WEC professor, was elected Secretary of the Ecological Society of America. Addi-
tionally, Dr. Bruna, on January 1st, begins his one year term as past-president of the Association for 
Tropical Biology and Conservation.  

Stephen Parker was admitted to doctoral candidacy last semester after successfully completing his 
Ph.D. qualifying exams. Stephen is studying spatially and temporally-explicit mortality patterns of 
Gulf Sturgeon, a large, long-lived anadromous fish species listed as threatened under the Endan-
gered Species Act, to assess the recovery and future viability of the species. Stephen is advised 
by Dr. Bill Pine.   

David Mason, WEC PhD student, successfully passed his preliminary defense and was also awarded 
the 2021 WGSA Student Award at UF. David appeared as guest on multiple podcasts last year. These 
include the Backyard Ecology podcast, hosted by Shannon Trimboli (2022, January 20th), Episode 
18: “Planting the Idea for More Fire” of Fire University podcast, hosted by UF D.E.E.R. lab primary 
investigator Marcus A. Lashley. (2021, December 15th), and Episode 11: “Spatial Scale in Prescribed 
Fire Regimes” of Fire Ecology Chats podcast, hosted by Fire Ecology editor Bob Keane. (2021, March 
17th). David also presented an invited webinar last year: Mason, D. S. & M. A. Lashley. 2021. Spatial 
scale in prescribed fire regimes: an understudied aspect in conservation with examples from the 
southeastern United States. Southern Fire Exchange Webinar Series (November 17th, 2021). David 
is advised by Dr. Marcus Lashley. David also had a single authored peer-review manuscript published 
(more information in page 17). 

Dr. Ronit Amit (WEC PhD ‘16) started a new project entitled "From National Contest to National 
Network: Friends of Felids" in the University of Costa Rica where she is an adjunct professor. Dr. 
Amit was selected by the Darwin Initiative to conduct this project. Dr. Amit was also co-author on a 
new paper published (more information on page 16). 

Robinson Botero-Arias, WEC PhD candidate, has been named as a member of the International Un-
ion for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Species Survival Commission 2021-2025. Robin was invited 
to join the Conservation Planning Specialist Group-CPSG 2021-2025, and has acted as a member of 
Crocodile Specialist Group-CSG since 2009. Both of these groups are part of the IUCN Species Surviv-
al Commission (SSC). Robin was also co-author on a new paper published (more information found 
on page 17) 

Dr. Miguel Acevedo, WEC assistant professor, received the 2021-2022 CALS Early Career Excellence 
in Teaching Award. This award will be presented to Dr. Acevedo at the CALS Scholarship and Leader-
ship Awards Banquet the evening of Tuesday April 12, 2022. 



 16 

 Publications... 

Dr. Ronit Amit (WEC PhD ‘16) successfully published a new paper in the journal Biological Conserva-
tion entitled “Every case is different: Cautionary insights about generalizations in human-wildlife 
conflict from a range-wide study of people and jaguars.” This paper reviews seventeen case studies 
across seven countries in central and south America looking at socio-economic patterns of human-
jaguar conflict.  The goal from these findings were to up-scale management of the range-wide jaguar 
conservation challenge. This study revealed considerable differences in education levels of farmers, 
livestock economic dependence, personal experience with livestock losses, as well as tolerance of 
and attitudes and social norms towards jaguars. This study concluded that “observations of patterns 
in human-wildlife conflict are valid only for informing action at a local scale, and even if a small num-
ber of case studies appear to show similar patterns this does not make the observation universally 
true.”  

Edmund Basham, Alex Baecher and Dr. Brett Scheffers (SNRE) are co-authors on a new paper pub-
lished in the journal Oecologia entitled "Large, old trees define the vertical, horizontal, and seasonal 
distributions of a poison frog." By capturing and tracking a species of poison frog (Andinobates ful-
guritus) over three years in Panama, they found that the frogs live on specific trees for multiple 
years. These species make up little isolated populations on each tree, then migrate up and down the 
height of the tree with the seasons. The authors concluded that the large, old trees are important to 
them because they provide unique resources like epiphytes masses, huge root structures, and water 
filled cavities. These findings prove the importance of conserving large trees and primary forests.  

One of the large, old trees used 

to study the distribution of poi-

son frogs in Panama. Photo 

courtesy of Edmund Basham. 
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Robinson Botero-Arias published a new paper in the International Journal of Social Ecology and Sus-
tainable Development entitled “Assessment of local community perspective about caiman manage-
ment in the Mamiraua Reserve, Brazil.” This paper reviewed the study conducted between 2014 and 
2017 using SWOT matrices to discuss opportunities and challenges of caiman management in the 
MSDR.  

Christian J. Rivera published the first chapter of his dissertation in the journal Frontiers in Conserva-
tion Science. The article was co-authored by Christian, Dr. Vanessa Hull (WEC professor and Chris-
tian’s PhD advisor), and Dominic Mayo (WEC MS ’21). The title of the paper is “Social-Ecological In-
teractions Influencing Primate Harvest: Insights From Madagascar”. In this paper, they  take an inter-
disciplinary, systems approach to describe how social and ecological factors converge to result in 
hunting and trapping events of primates, with a focus on the hunting and trapping of Madagascar 
lemurs. They describe the roles of biological and ecological characteristics that make lemurs vulnera-
ble to harvest by humans, factors describing human motivations for harvest, governance factors re-
lated to accessibility, and resulting social-ecological interactions. 

 Publications... 

David Mason published a single authored peer reviewed manuscript in the journal Ecology entitled 
“Heterocarpochory: hitching a ride on fruit.”  
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About this issue... 

This issue of the WEC Spotlight was edited and produced by Maddie Magrino and Kelley 
Graff. 

The next issue will be produced and released in May. Please send entries by April 15th to 
kelleygraff@ufl.edu 

Want to promote your new research, field work, internship, or alumni news on WEC’s so-
cial media platforms? Please send submissions to mmagrino@ufl.edu  

Follow us on Facebook at @UFIFASWILDLIFE, on Twitter at @UFWildlife, and on Instagram 
at @UFWildlifeOfficial.  


