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Message from the Director 
This summer Florida received the unwelcome news that chronic wasting disease (CWD) had reached 
our state. Our hearts go out to the deer farmers of Holmes County. While this development brings 
uncertainty to all Florida deer farmers, it is important to keep perspective. FDACS and FWC appear to 
be taking a measured approach compared to other state agencies, and for now the management zone 
is small.  And the Florida deer farming industry remains strong! CHeRI has seen lower than average 
cases this fawning season, and only a handful of EHDV cases. Hopefully that trend continues. As 
CWD management and regulation continue to unfold in Florida, UF IFAS CHeRI will be there to help 
deer farmers navigate the uncertain road ahead. 

 

Thank you, always, for your support - Sam 
 

Dr. Samantha Wisely 
Director, CHeRI 

 
 
 
 

 
2023 SETDA Summer Picnic 
 
The 2023 SeTDA Summer BBQ is this weekend! UF IFAS CHeRI and SETDA are cohosting the BBQ 
which will be at the Austin Forest Teaching Center on August 12th from 9am-2:30pm. There will be 
presentations by CHeRI researchers, with topics on nutrition, pest control, and deer farming 
economics; and CWD updates from FDACS. We look forward to seeing y'all, enjoying some BBQ, and 
learning about ways we can improve in the deer farming industry. Below is the schedule of events for 
the Summer Picnic.                   



   

 

   

 

 

 

 
 
 
 



   

 

   

 

Pest control resources 
 
The CHeRI entomology team has been working hard on some pest control resources, spear-headed 
by PhD student Vilma Montenegro-Castro and her mentor Dr. Nathan Burkett-Cadena. Vilma will be 
giving a presentation on her work so far at the Summer BBQ. Below is the next installment in 
educational pest control material from Vilma and Dr. Burkett-Cadena, which is also available on our 
website. Click the infographic below to get the pdf. 
 
 
 

 

 

https://wec.ifas.ufl.edu/cheri/i/ER2_readinglabels.pdf


   

 

   

 

First Case of Chronic Wasting Disease in Florida 

 
On June 20th, 2023 FWC announced that during routine surveillance they detected the first case of 
chronic wasting disease (CWD) in a road-killed white-tailed deer in Holmes County.  Since 2002, 
>18,000 deer have tested negative for CWD in the state and 250 deer tested negative in Holmes 
County. FWC and FDACS have held one public meeting to update deer farmers, hunters and the 
general public about their response plan. The response plan includes a CWD Management Zone, 
certain activities are prohibited such as deer baiting and feeding, exporting whole deer carcasses and 
high-risk parts, and rehabilitating and releasing wild deer. In addition, captive deer within the zone will 
be under quarantine and intra-state transport of captive deer from the zone will be limited. CHeRI will 
update our social media and website as we get more information about the status of CWD in Florida. 
FDACS veterinarian and Bovine Program Manager, Dr. Diane Kitchen will give us the latest update on 
CWD in Florida and what it means for deer farmers at the Summer BBQ on August 12th. 
  
For more information on CWD, please visit the FWC webpage. 
 
 
 

CHeRI Spotlights!            
Amira Richardson 
 
My name is Amira, and I graduated from the University of 
Florida with a bachelor's in Marine Science, and minors in 
Zoology and Health Disparities. My professional interests 
include disease ecology and medicine in marine 
animals/environments. Outside of the lab, I enjoy SCUBA 
diving, weightlifting, and playing the trumpet. I also enjoy 
volunteering my time in the Animal Welfare program at 
GRACE Marketplace, a low-barrier emergency shelter for 
people experiencing homelessness. In the future I would like to 
pursue a master's degree in Wildlife Forensics. 
  
As a necropsy technician, my main role is to travel to farms 
around Florida and perform field necropsies on deer. I collect 
the samples and bring them back to UF for diagnostic testing 
to determine a cause of death. 

                                           
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://myfwc.com/research/wildlife/health/white-tail-deer/cwd/


   

 

   

 

Merrie Urban 
 
I received my BS in Animal Science this past May from the 
University of Tennessee-Knoxville. While at UT I worked in 
the Amphibian Disease Lab as a research technician studying 
chytridiomycosis in salamanders. I was also fortunate to be 
able to volunteer on other research projects investigating 
diseases in frogs, mussels, and waterfowl. I am interested in 
immunology, disease ecology, and zoonoses of wildlife. 
Outside of academic things I enjoy hiking, singing, fishing, 
and recently I have been exploring Gainesville. 
  
My role in CHeRI and the Campos Lab involves taking calls, 
accessioning cases, and performing necropsies of deer. I take 
samples at necropsy, submit those samples for diagnostics 
when necessary, and prepare necropsy reports for the deer. I 
am excited to help provide results to deer farmers in Florida 
and assist with collecting data that can inform us about the 
status of deer diseases, especially hemorrhagic disease in 
the state. 
 
 
PhD Position working with WTD 
CHeRI collaborating scientist Dr. Marcelo Wallau is looking for a PhD student to work with WTD on a 
variety of topics within foraging and nutrition. Check out the information below for more.  
 

 



   

 

   

 

CHeRI HD Cases Dashboard Map 

 
Have you checked out our Interactive Hemorrhagic Disease Dashboard Map? We've updated it for 
2023. You can change parameters to compare BTV and EHDV over time and location. This tool can 
help you plan for vaccinations and prepare your herds for the year. 

 
Please check out our interactive Hemorrhagic Disease Case Map here or click the picture below.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ship us your specimens! 
Did you know that you can ship us specimens from your animals for disease testing? We accept 
biological samples from live and dead animals, but its critically important that the samples are 
collected, stored and shipped correctly. Improperly prepared samples yield poor or no results. Call us 
prior to collecting specimens to determine which sample(s) to collect and how to store it. We will work 
with your veterinarian or your farm manager to ensure that the right sample is collected. To help 
facilitate the process we have updated our shipping address and requirements for sample shipment. 
These changes will ensure that your sample stays cold and that no cost is incurred by the shipper.  
 

Call 352-562-3337 if you have any questions and please download this pdf and keep it for reference 
when sending CHeRI a specimen. 

 

 
 
Contact Us:  

Email: ufifas.cheri@gmail.com                                             
EHD Hotline Phone: 352-562-DEER                             
Website: https://wec.ifas.ufl.edu/cheri/                             
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/UFIFAS.CHeRI/  
Twitter: @UF_IFAS_CHeRI 

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/3a08f867439043b1a71e280f73495037/
https://wec.ifas.ufl.edu/cheri/i/Shipping%20Instructions.pdf
mailto:ufifas.cheri@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/UFIFAS.CHeRI/
https://twitter.com/UF_IFAS_CHeRI
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/3a08f867439043b1a71e280f73495037/

