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1 Title – Connecting with Wildlife

2  Overview

· Today I am going to talk a little about The Florida Cooperative Extension Service and where one can go to obtain information about Florida wildlife.
· Then, I will introduce you to a new citizen-based bird monitoring program that will allow participants to track birds that appear in their yards.  This will be all online program where people can enter and view data through a web site.  It will allow like-minded people to interact with each other and track how changes in their landscape may have affected bird populations.

· Finally, I will briefly talk about an extension program that you can sign-up for to certify your yard as a habitat for wildlife.

3  Cooperative Extension Service -Wildlife

· Who are we?

· What do we do?

4  Available Wildlife Information?

· Information on how to landscape your yard for various wildlife species.  What do species require in terms of food, cover, water, and space? Included is a wildlife habitat certification program mentioned previously.

· We also have publications about the conservation and management of Florida wildlife including game and non-game animals.  Much of these publications are about what animals need to survive in an area and strategies to conserve them.  We discuss the myriad of issues when humans come into contact with wildlife. 
· We discuss issues surrounding nuisance animals that come into the home or property.  We give advice about how to control or exclude animals from sensitive areas.  
· We have a whole lot of information about individual species.  This includes their biology, behavior, status (are they listed on the federal’s or state’s list, can you hunt or kill them?), and the types of habitat that they live in. 
·  Also, several wildlife educational programs have been developed by the Extension service to promote the public’s understanding and interaction with Florida wildlife.
5  Where to Go for Info?

· One can find wildlife information primarily on the extension web site.  One can print fact sheets and articles about wildlife issues and topics.  At the site, there are a variety of links to wildlife resources (e.g., how to identify Florida snakes).  Also, on the Web site, we have several wildlife programs that you can enroll in.  

· Also, call your local extension office – they have information regarding wildlife in your area.  
· Call Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) or visit their web site – the FWC has a whole range of information on Florida’s wildlife.
6  Bird Monitoring Program
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Now I would like to discuss a new citizen-based Florida bird monitoring program.  This is a fun and easy way to keep track of birds in your backyard.
7  Birds?

70

So you have done some landscaping for wildlife – what impact has it had on birds?  How have other like-minded people faired in attracting birds to their property?  This monitoring program that I will be describing will allow participants to answer the above questions.

8  Objectives

· Create standardized methods to survey birds.

· Create a Web site linked to a database where participants can enter and view collected bird data.

9  Utility

(read the bullets)

10  Point Count

One standardized method of surveying birds is called a Point Count.

· It is a stationary survey where observers count all the birds heard or seen within a circle of a certain radius size.  In these counts, we are using a 20 meter radius and people count birds for a ten minute period.

· Point counts are used to survey small lots or landscapes where it is difficult to walk through

11  Point Count

· Here is a illustration of a 20 m radius point count

12  Transect Count

Another standardized method is called a transect count.

· Essentially a route is walked where birds are counted on either side of a line.  We are counting 20 meters to the left and right of this route.  In residential neighborhoods, this 20 meters starts form the curb on either side of the street and extends outward.  A slow , constant pace is used and it takes one person to survey 1 km about 30 minutes. 

· Transects are used to survey birds on large properties or surveys of neighborhoods.

13 Transect Count

· Here is a illustration of a 20 m transect count

14  Enter and View Data

· Participants enter data through the Web site on their own computers.  They must first obtain a survey site code and user ID to have access to only their portion of the database.  This is done by emailing (hostetlerm@wec.ufl.edu) or calling Dr. Mark Hostetler at 352-846-0568.

· Anybody can view the results of the surveys by going to the Web site.

15  A Web Site Example 

These slides represent the Bird-monitoring Web site as seen from a computer

16 Home Page – 

· Here you can learn about how to participate in the program

17 Participating

· Here you can print documents about how to conduct the surveys and even a guide for teachers about how to incorporate the program into the classroom

· One can print out the survey protocol and data sheets; and it also describes how to obtain a code for your survey site and obtain a user ID, you need both of these in order to enter data.  I would like to stress that people can conduct the bird surveys without having the User ID.  Only when you want to enter data do you need the ID.

18 Enter Survey Data

· Don't have a User ID? Obtain a User ID code and Site code from Dr. Mark Hostetler at hostetlerm@wec.ufl.edu (email) or call 352-846-0568. Indicate whether you are connected with an Extension program, a school, a private or public organization, or participating for your own enjoyment. Please include your home address, county where surveying, phone number, e-mail address, and describe the type of property or area that you would like to survey.

· Once obtaining an ID and you have some survey data, go to the enter survey data site and type in your User ID.  This will allow you to enter and edit only data that is associated with your User ID.

19 Current Survey Sites

· Associated with your user ID, this is where you enter new surveys (Click New Survey Button) and even edit old surveys (Click Edit Button)

· Lets say you have not registered your site yet – you would click on the edit button.

20 Site Registration

· This is where you would register your site, e.g., location, habitat, land use, etc.

21 Enter New Survey Data

· Here is where you enter new survey data

1. The first 10 boxes are for entering bird species that you have previously recorded. 

2. The 11th and 12th boxes are for entering bird species that you have not previously recorded.

 3. If, after filling all of the available boxes you still have additional birds to enter, click "Submit" and you will then be able to continue to add the rest of the bird species to the list. 

 4. After entering the proper information, click "Submit." 

 5. For a further explanation of each category click "Help."

Common Name: 

Please be sure that you have spelled the bird common names correctly! To be certain, please consult http://it.ifas.ufl.edu:8100/WildLife/species_list.html for a list of

the correct spellings of common names. 

(Note, only enter the common name from the list, not the alpha code.)

Number:

Here record all birds that are seen or heard within the point count. This includes any birds that are perching, resting, and/or foraging within the confines of the point

count area.

Fly through:

All birds that fly through a point count area (below the tallest structure in a census area) but do not land on any structure should be counted as FT. However, if you

are sure that the flying bird came from somewhere in the point count, do not count it as an FT. Record the number of birds that are FT in the FT Column of the data

sheet. 

Fly over:

All higher-flying birds (above the tallest structure in a census area) should also be noted if they are within the boundaries of the point count area. Record the number

of birds that are FO in the FO Column of the data sheet.

Outside: 

Remember, birds counted within the 20 meter radius would be marked in the "Number" column of the data sheet. However, depending on how you set up your

point count, this column is reserved for those species that were 1) surveyed within some specified distance beyond the initial 20 m radius or 2) surveyed beyond the

20 meter radius but the distance is unspecified. 

(1) Specified Distance: Birds seen or heard outside the 20 meter radius but within a specified distance are marked in the "Outside" column of the data sheet.

For example, let us assume that a person wants to record birds within a 40 meter radius. The observer could separately record birds seen or heard within the 20

meter radius and within the 20 to 40 meter band that is outside the 20 meter radius circle. Be sure that the same bird is not counted twice during the survey. A bird

that moves from the 0 - 20 meter area to the 20 - 40 meter area should not be counted twice. Count it where it first appeared.

This is a more difficult survey because you are counting birds within two different areas at once. One is counting birds within a 20 meter radius and also within a

circular band outside this 20 meter radius. The purpose of surveying birds in this manner is that it allows one to compare across sites. A 40 meter radius count that

contains birds seen within a 20 meter radius can then be compared to other 20 meter counts. 

If you choose to do this, please fill-in the distance that you consistently count birds outside the 20 meter radius. This will be marked in the Site Registration section

under "Optional, enter survey distance beyond 20 meters". Write in the distance beyond the 20 meter radius.

Note, any birds seen or heard beyond the Specified Survey boundary should not be recorded in this column. 

(2) Unspecified Distance: As opposed to counting birds within a specified distance beyond the 20 m boundary (see above), you can survey birds without

specifying the distance. This is meant to be a casual type of recording of any birds seen or heard beyond the 20 m boundary.

22  Edit a Particular Survey

· If you made an error for a particular survey, click the edit button on the table.  then select a date of a survey that you want to edit.

23 Edit a Survey Date

· Then select a survey date (from the draw down) that you want to edit.  Or, if you want to change your site registration/description, select the blue underline above the dates.
24 Edit Survey Data 

Here is how to edit any survey date –

 1.  From the table of listed birds, you change your survey (bird names, dates, etc. - if you  delete all birds for a survey, that deletes the survey).  If you have multiple surveys on the same day, several different tables will be displayed.

 2.  Push submit, on the next page, check corrections and push continue

 3. all done!

25 View Results

· Here you can view results by Point Count, Transect, or Lakewatch Surveys

26 View Results

· Here you can find sites located in your county.  You can also search by site code, species, and even find out about the habitat for a particular site.   

27 View Results

· Here, you can select a range of dates, a particular species, or select birds that were seen by a certain observation type (e.g., fly over, fly through, outside point count area)

28 Survey Results (Table)

· Once you have selected the dates, a table will pop up and show which birds were recorded, how many were recorded for each species, averages, and the number of surveys completed.  The averages will help one to compare across different sites.

29  Florida Wildlife Habitat Program

This is a certification program where property owners have their yards certified as habitat for wildlife.  This program really helps people to evaluate their yards and learn how to landscape for wildlife.

· One can apply through the wildlife extension web site www.wec.ufl.edu/extension.

· Participants fill-out the application form where they describe their current yard, wildlife seen, and future landscaping plans.

· We evaluate the application and make recommendations to help the interested property owner to landscape their yard for wildlife.

30 Certification

Upon certification, people receive a certificate and a sign to place their yard.

31  Closing Summary
71 – 89  Bird monitoring and certification program

90

In closing, with the information from this talk, you are ready to monitor birds in your backyard and also participate in the landscaping for wildlife program.  
· For wildlife information: go to the wildlife extension web site: www.wec.ufl.edu/extension

· Participate in the bird monitoring program: You will get to see what types of birds appear in your yard over time and how it compares to other wildlife landscapers

· Follow-up with the certification program and you can get more useful tips and be the first on your block to be certified.
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